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THESIS:
Morrison uses syntax to show the relationship 
between Sweet Home and Sethe’s current life as 
she continuously lives in the past through such 
means as verb choice and voice.
FULL SENTENCE
“The plash of water, the sight of her shoes and stockings awry on the path where she 
had flung them; or Here Boy lapping in the puddle near her feet, and suddenly there was 
Sweet Home rolling, rolling, rolling out before her eyes, and although there was not a 
leaf on that farm that did not make her want to scream, it rolled itself out before her in 
shameless beauty.”
- Beloved, p. 7
EXCERPT FROM 
TREE DIAGRAM
• “There was Sweet Home” shows 
how it still lives on for Sethe
• The present participial phrases, 




SUMMARY • Particles create a sense of continuation
• Sweet Home still lives on
• “Rememory” – the memories can become reality
• Lack of verbs
• Focus is on the gentle description, adjectives and 
adverbs
• “BE” verbs show a sense of existence




• VT verbs and active voice
• People are doing things and taking responsibility 
for them
• These verbs show strength
• More “BE” verbs
• Sweet Home still is
• Sethe continues in this state
• Examples:
• “I took and put my babies where they’d be safe.” 
p. 193
• “A blessing she was reckless enough to take for 
granted, lean on, as though Sweet Home really 
was one.” p. 28
